BLUE LAKE RANCHERTIA
ORDINANCE Ho. 921-02

ORDINANCE OF THE BLUE LAKE RANCHERIA
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SUBJECT: RULES AND PROCEDURAL REGUIREMENT GOVERNING ELECTION OF
THE TRIBAL BUBINESS COUNCIL OF THE BLUE LAKE RANCHERIA.

WHEREAS: The Assistant b@cratary - Indisn Affeirs has approved the
‘ ' Constitution governing the affairs of +the Blus Lake
Rancheria; and

WHEREAS: Article VII, SBection 7 of the Constitution, empowers the
Buginess Council to enact an ordinance prescribing the
form of ballot and rules of election.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT KNOWH, that the Blue Lake Rancheria hereby
adoptsg the folloving reguirements and procedures to govern their
election activities of members, subject to review and approvel by
the Secretary of the Interiar o5 hia authorized representative.

PURPOGE The intent and purpmse mf thig ordinance lg to establizh
procedures for fair elections and to insure the gecrecy.
and sanctity of the besllot.

DEFINITIONS

Wherever used in this Ordinance, the terms defined in this section
ghall have the following weaning:

BUSINESS COUNCIL The Blue Lake Rancherls Business Council, a
five (5) wmewber council elected by ‘the
gqualified General Council.

CONSTITUTION The Constitution of the Blue Lake Rancheria of
California.

POLLING PLACE The location designated by the Business
Council wvhere balloting takes place.

REGISTRAR A person designated by the Business Council to
accept regiatratimn~af votersa. ‘

ELECTIDH:HOTICE;  The foicial nmtica thaet an election will be

e : held on a speaifia data egtablighed by the

~ Constitution. & o
PBLL’GFFICIAL A G@neral Cmunmil menber oy any additional

appointes to serve at the polls on election
day.
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GUALIFIED VOTER Any member of the Blue Lake Rsncheria who will

: V be at least eighteen (18) vyears of age on

election day and who lg duly registered and s
resident of the Blue Lake Rancheria.

REGISTERED VOTER One who is qualified to vote by resson of
meeting all the requirements listed within
this Grdinanc@.

ELECTION BOARD A three (3} wmemwber board appointed by +the
Business Council to iwmplement the procedures
outlined in this ordinance.

SECTION 1. ELECTION OFFICIALE
The Businese Councill shall have overall responsibility for the

conduct of all elections, These dutlss g£hall include, but not
he limited to, the folloving.

(1) The Buaines$ Council shall approve the appointment sn slection
boasrd conposed of three (3) members of the Genersl Council.
The election bosrcd members shall hold office for & one (1)
vear term.

SECTION Z. TYPES OF ELECTION

1. Regular Election of Business Counclil Hembers.

2 Recall

3. Vacancies

 SECTIDN 3. QUALlFICATIDNE FOR BUSINESS CGUNCIL MENBERS

‘&ny membeyr of the Elue Lake Ranﬁheria may Aannounce theiri‘

candidacy for a pmaitian on the ﬁusineaa Council provided the
‘fallawing qualificatiﬂna are met: (a) are at least elahteen

{18y years of age or mmre~‘(b3 & resident of the Blue Lake
CRencherilia, :

SECTION 4. MD%INATIQH FRDCEBURE

Candidates ahall file, in person, for & positlion by submitting

Coboothe electinn board a gtatement of intent. Such statement
sghall be filed not less than thirty (30) days prior to the
next  election, provided, however, 1if only one or fewer
gqualified membersz files a statement s especial meeting of the
general council shaell be convened for the purpose of taking
nominations from the floor for a candidete.
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SECTION 5. ELIGIBILITY OF VOTERS

Any enrolled wewber, eighteen years of age or older on the

date of a tribsl election, who has registered in asccordance

vith Sectlion 6 of this ordinance, “shall be considered a
gualified voter of the Blue Lake Rancheria.

SECTION &. REGISTRATION, ELIGIEILiTYiTU REGISTER, REGISTRAR

{1y

{(2)

{33

(4)

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. An enrolled member must register only
once under this ordinance in order to vote in elections of the
Blue Lake Rancheris. &n enrolled wember shall not be eligible
to vote in any election occourring less than 15 days of the

‘date oi such wember’s registration.

ELIGIBlLITY TD‘REGISTEE. The Tribal Election Board shall
S permit any enrolled member eighteen years of age or older on

the date mflthe tribal election in which they wish to vote, to
register by executing an affidavit for registrastion stating
their name,‘address and date of birth. - The name and wailing
address of =such members shall, upon verification of
enrollment, be entered on the Blue Lake Rancheris Tribal Voter
Registration List by the Registrar. EBach wvoter shall be
respongible for notifying the Registrar in writing of changes
in the voter’s address.

REGISTRATION LIST. Fifteen (13) days before the next
scheduled election, the Registrar of Voters shall provide a
certified copy of the current Registration List +to the
Election Board and shall cause a copy of the list to bhe posted

~at the Blue Lake Rancherias tribael office. For the purposes of

this subsection, certification &hall conglet of a notarized
statement by the Registrar that the list is a true and correct
list of all persons who have requested registration and who
meet the qualificetions for voters established by the Blue
Lake Rancheria Constitution and this Ordinance.

- REGISTRAR. The Secretary of the Tribal Business Council shall
Berve as the Régistrar of Voters for the Blue Lake Rancheria,

SECTIDN 7 ~ NOTICES

{1y

‘Th@‘RegiEtrar of Voters shall, at least 30 days before the
~date scheduled for a tribsl election:

A, Cause coples of a Notice of Electlion to be wmailed to all
enrolled tribal wmewbers who are eighteen years of age or
older, or vho will have sttained such age by the date of the
scheduled election, at the most recent address provided in

~vwriting by said wenber.
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B Cause at least tvo coples of a HNotice of Election to

posted congpicuously at the Blue Lake Rancheris Tribal Office,
loceted on the Rancheris.

The HNotlice of Election shall provide asll of the following
information:

= The date and time of the election;

b, The exact location of the tribal election place;
. The subject watter of the eslection:
. Hotice that Blue Lake Rancheris tribal voter registration

is required, the date by which a voter must register to be
eligible to vote in the election that is the subject of the
notice, the wmanner 1in which voters may register, and the
location of the place where voters can register.

D. The tribsl secretasry shell send letters to all tribal
membere within s reasonable time asfter their eighteenth
birthdaey informing them of the need to register in order to be
eligible to vote in tribsl elections. Each Tribasl Business
Council member shall inform wmenbers of voter registration
regulirements and encourage registration.

SECTION 8 ELECTION BOARD

{13

(2}

ESTABLISHHMENT OF EBELECTICON BOARD. The Blue Lake Rancherla
Tribal Election Board lhereinafter "Election Board) is hereby
established for the purposes of conducting and supervising all
tribal electlions, regular or gpecial, in accordance with the

“Constitution of the Blue Lake Rancherds Tribe and thise
Tordinance: deciding Plectiunﬁﬁ

: diaputea-‘ enforcing  this
aordinance; and prcmulgating ﬁ“chyadditianal rules  for the
aonduat of eleatians a8 may be necesaary from time to time.

COMPOSITION. The El@ﬁticn Baard ghall congist of three (3}
menbers, appointed by the Business Council Cheirperson,

- subject to the aspproval of the Business Council wmembers, for
& term of one year commencing on Fehruary first following the
cannual genersal councll meeting and ending on Jeanuary thirty-~

first, or such later date as successor Board wmewmbers arye
appointed and approved by the council. A Board chelrperson
and secretary sghall be selected by the bosrd wmembers Ifrom
among its owvn menbers.
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{3}

{43

=

(&)

(73

QUALIFICATIONS. The members of the election board shall be
qualified voters of the tribe. In the event that any mewber
of the election board is nominated as a candidate for an
office to be filled during their term of office on the Board
they shall withdrav from +the Board and the committee
Chairperson, or rewmaining Board wmewbers in the event the
Chairperson is nominated for office, shall appoint another to

serve in their place.

BUDGET. The Election Board shall request that a specified
amount be budgeted by the Blue Lake Rancheria Business Council
in each fiscal year tribal budget under a separste line item.

The funds budgeted shall be used in sccoordance with all tribal

financial plans of operation for conducting tribal elections
in asccordasnce with this ordinance only.

RULEMAKING. The election board shall have authority to
recommend such rules as they may deem necessary to provide for
falir and efficlent elections under this ordinance. Ho rule

recommended under the asuthority of this section shall be

incongistent with the prmviaiana of this ordinsnce or the
Congtitution of the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe. ALl rules
recommended are Qubject to the appraval of the Tribal Buginese
Cwuncila :

DUTIES OF THE BOARD. : In addition to performing any other
duties delegated to the Board hy this ordinance, the Board
shall:

= Direct the preparation of forme for use as nominating
petitions, bellots snd other forme as may be reguired, and
make thewm availsble to tribal members,

b Certlfiy the eligihility mf Gamdidatea for office.

REMOVAL. The Tribal Busineag Caunail or the Election Board by
majority vote of ite m@mhera,_may remove any wmember of the
Election Board from office, but only for cause after providing
written notice of intent to do g0, specifying the reason for
such action and providing an opportunity for the person to be
removed to ansver the charges against thewm. HNotice wust be
provided at least five vorking days in asdvance of the date set

for any hearihg on remav&lu

,g}gECTIGM 9. : ELECTIDN PRDCEEURE, BALLDT‘CDUNT,“CERTIFICATIDN

f?ELECTIQH PLACE ﬂHD TIME. (AL geﬁeral electionsg of the  Blue

Lake Rancheria shall be cmnduateﬁ at the Tribsl Qffice of the
= Tribe, located on the Rancheria. Voting time shall be frowm
8:30° AM until 4:30 PH, or as atherwis& specified on the

glection notice issued pursuant to this ordinance.
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12)

 Election Board Bhall be pre

ELECTION PROCEDURE. On the daté of election, at lease one
member of the Election Board shall be present at the Tribal
Office at all tiwmes during election hours and they shall:

A, Open the doors at the apecifiﬂd time;

:b‘ “Yerify the . Blue  Lake: Rancheria voter regilstration
religibility of each person: raqueating s ballot and ensure that
no person - who 1s not on the;regiatered,votar list receilves

ballot. Each registered voter wust sign their name and
address, in ink, in the official Election Board Registration
Book or sign in sheel, Bes designated by the election boerd.
If their nawe appears ln the Registrstion Book and no question
of the  voter’s eligiblility dis raised by & member of the
Election Board, the voter shall be given a blank numbered
ballot, as described herein. If a guestion of eligibility

- does arisge, the voter shall be reguired to shov proof of their

eligibility to the Election Bosrd. If the Board is sstisfied
the voter shall be given a blank numbered hallot asnd alloved
to vote,

. After it has been determnined that & voter shall be issued
& ballot, a wmember of the Election Boasrd shall initial and
issue s ballot stamped with the worde "0Official Ballot of the
Blue Lake Rancherias", ghall deliver the ballot to the voter
and shall make an appropriate entry in the voting registry to
ensure against any person voting wore than once on any matter
for vhich separate ballots are distributed.

. Aspure that ballote are deposited in a ballot box for
tallying st the amncluﬁian mf the~vnting.

e. Upon the close Qf voting, the Elemtimn Board wmember shall
collect the hallat ‘box for tallying. ALl wembers of the
i mrktallying. e

@iHETHﬁD‘ﬂF;TALLYQ : The Electian ‘Baard ghall examine  all
~ bellots cast thereiln, eliminate any spolled or mutilated
~ ballote and then determine the number of votes cast for each

candidate or issue. The Gmunt ‘#zhall be celled out asnd the

swyrdtten tally maintained din & conspicuocus location visible to

thosge in-attendsnce. The written tally shall be malntained by

the  Election Boasrd: asnd shall be, q0unted twice to ensure

ACCUracy.
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£, The candidate for tribal council office receiving the
higheat number of votes cast for that office shall be declsred
wvinnexr. The Election Board shall thereafter prepare a

certification of the results of the election which shall be
gigned by each member of the Board and wvhich shall contain the
folloving information:

1. The number of ballots cast,

2. The number of invalid ballots eliminated.

3. The total number of valild ballots.

4. The persons elected to office, the number of votes

recelved by each of the persons, and the office to which
they were elected.

=, The outcome of each issue on the ballot.

&. The date and time of aertifiwatian.

VOTING METHOD. Proxy and absentee ballots shall be sllowved.
Request for proxy or absentee ballots shall be in writing and

be requested at least ten (10) working days prior to the
glection. Praxy or . absentee hallata shall be mailled in time
to be received by the Election Board on the date of election.
Any ballote received after the chBe of the election shall
becowme invalid. :

B Each registered voter may cast one vote by secret ballot
for each office or issue to be voted on by the general council
of the Blue Lake Rancheria.

b. & voter must personally cast their vote on election day
at the designated time and place. HNo voter may have any other
person cast thelr vote. Proxy or absentee voting shall be
alloved In acccrdanvé with ihia mrdinanma.

e Voters shall mark their ballmts, To be valid, the mark
mugt  be ddentifiable  with the matter for wvhich it is
intended. After the ballﬁt;ia“marked the voter shall fold
the ballot go thet the face or printed side is concealed, with
the offlcial mark "OFFICTAL BALLOT BLUE LAKE RANCHERIAY and
the Elemtion Board wmember’s initials vieible on the outsilde.

d. The folded ballot shall be plaaed in the ballot box by

the voter.

g, nly upon the requestiaf & vcter who cannot read the
English langusge;  or because of blindness - or other wmedical
condition ‘cannot wmark the ballot, the said voter wmay bhe
asgisted by an Election Board mewber in marking the ballot,
but the Bosrd wmwewmber shall  neither by word, sasction. or
expregaiwn, influence or attempt to influ@nce the voter in the
marking of the ballot.
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(4}

{(3)

{6

{7}

- complaint, and their d@mimimn:

BALLOTS. The Election Board shall prescribe the forw of the

‘ballots to be used in each electian.

=W All ballotes shall be kept secure by the Election Board
until the results of the election hsave been certified, the
time for reqguesting a recount and/mr filling complaints or

~petitions for review has passed, sand in sny case, until at
~least thirty (30) days have passed since the election.

RECOUNT OF VOTES. In the event of a tie or dispute of the

election resulis, & gualified voter wmay request s recount of
the ballotg. The guelified voter wust, within seven (7} dayvs
of the election, in writing request s recount to the Election
Board. The Election Board, shall upon receipt of the request
conduct . 8. recount 1in the presents of the quelifisd wvoter
regquesting  the recount and the Tribal Business Council
menbers. .

TIES, RUN-OFFS. In the event that tvo or wmore candidates
for the same tribal council office receive an equal number of
votes, a run-off election shall be held. The run-off election
sghall be held in the same wmanner as a general election as
provided by the ordinance, except that only the candidates who
receive egual nunmber of voltes shall be candidates in the run-
off. The candidete receiving the highest number of votes in
the run-off election shaell be elected to the position.

DISPUTES. Anv guaslified voter may, within seven (7) daye of an
election, file a cowplaint under penalty or perjury with the
Election Board ‘allpging ~mny o election drregulsrity and

dewanding relief.  This prouedure ghall be the only method of

presenting an electian dispute ta_the Bmard,

= The slection: bcard shall decide all disputes concerning
any general election within hirty‘ daye of receilpt of &
all be final, unless within
petition for review to the

ten (1@) days of that deciaion

 Tribal Council is filed with the registrar. The Tribal
Council may, by awvote of two~thirds of all the members of the
Council reverse the decision of the Board. The decigion of

~ the Tribal Council shall be final.

b In deciding any dispute the Board shall gather such facte
g are availabhle and necessary for s fair resclution of the
problem and  shesll provide esch party to the dispute an
opportunity to present thelr case to the Bosrd., Any decisgion
of the Bosrd shall be by & majority vote thereof.
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SECTION 1@. REFERENDUM, IHITIATIVE, RECALL AND CONSTITUTION
: AMENDMENT ‘
{1} REFEREHNDUM. The Election Board, shsll upon receipt of a

{23

{3)

{41}

petition signed by thirty percent (30%) of the qualified
voters, submit any enacted or proposed tribal legislation to
the  Business Council for a referendum election of the
gualified volters. The referendum election shall be conducted
in scoordance with thie ordinence.  The glection results shall
be final, provided, that thivty percent (38%) of the gualified
voterse voted. The referendum election shall be conducted
within thirty (38) days of receipt of the petition.

IHNITIATIVE. The Election Bosrd, shall upon receipt of a
petition signed by thirty percent (30%) of the gualified
voters, submit any enscted or proposed tribal initiative to
the Business Council for a special election of the gualified
voters.  The specisal election shall be conducted in sccordance
with this ordinance. The election results shall be final,
provided, -that thirty percent {(30%) of the guslified voters
voted. The specisl eslectdion shall be conducted within thirty
{3@) days of receipt of the petitionn

RECALL, The Eleatiun Board, . shall upon receipt of & petition
signed by thirty percent (30%) of the qualified voters, submit.
the petition calling for a recall of any Council member to the
Business Councill for a spemial glection of the quslified
voters. The apecial election shall be conducted in accordance
with this ordinance. The election resulte shall be £inal,
provided, that thirty percent (30%) of the gualified voters
voted. The speciasl election shall be conducted within thirty
(32) days of receipt of the petition. Any vscancies created
through recall shall be f£illed by the appointment of the
Business Council to fill~the'unexpired term,

CONSTITUTION ARENDHENTS. Am&ndmentﬁ'ta'the-ﬁonatitutimn of the

“Blue Leke Rancherias may be prapaaed by either of the following

documents being submitted to the Election Board and setting
forth the desired amendment Ariticle or Section:

= A resolution explaining the proposged langusge esnd which
iz supported by an affirmative vote of s guorum of the wembers
of the Business Council.

b, & petition slgned by st least fifty percent (38%) of the
gqualified voters of the Blue Lake Rancheria.
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Upon recelipt of the resolution or petition, the Election Board
shall call and conduct a special awmendment election in

-accordance with Article IX of the Constitution and provisions

get forth in this ordinance, The specific language which will

become part of the Constitution, 1if such amendment ieg adopted

and  approved, shall appear on the ballot including language

;~‘changed of any other parts of the gmverning tdocument that will
- be affected by such modification., If at such election the
‘~.‘propcseﬂ smendments are adopted by a majority of those voting,

provided that at least fifty-one (51%) of the qualified voters
voted, that awendwent shall thereupon take effect, or become
effective upon the approval of the Secretary of the Interior
20 long as such approval is required by Federal law.

SECTION 11 FETITIONES

{13

)

[§<})

The  folloving provisions shell apply to all petitions
reqgulring Election Board wvalidation, including referendums,
initistive, recalls, or any other purpose. In order for a
petition to be ‘consldered for validation at least thirty
percent (30%) of the quaslified voters shall have signed the
petition. :

PETITION FORMAT, Only an enrolled Blue Lake Rancheris
Tribal mewber 18 yesrs of age or older who is registered as a
voter of the Blue Lake Rancheris shsll be eligible to
initiate, ocollect signstures, sign and submit a petition to
the Elesction Board. A petition wuet specifically state ite
purpose and a8 statement in anot o wmore than 580 wvorde setting
forth the grounde on which the referenduwm, initistive or
recall is sought. Petltions way congist of ss many pages as
are necessary to asccommodate the signatures of the
petitioners. Hovever, each page muat selt forith the purpose of
the petition. = e U : ~

 xELIG1BILITY TO PETITION. Only geraan’whm are duly registered
- shall be entitled to sign & p&titiaﬁ and sach signer shall, at
the time of eigning such petiticn, personally affilix the date

of signing and their place of regidehﬁ@.

FILING OF PETITIONS. Ho patitimn will e accepted untll &
gpokesperson for the petitioners declares in writing to the
Chairperson of  the  Election  Board thelr authorized
representative, that they wish to make an official filing.
Upon notificetion, the Chairperson shall cell, notice and
convene a8 meeting of the Election Bosrd so that the petition
may be officislly filed.

ORDINANCE No. 91-82



This meeting shall be held not more than seven (7) daye from
the date of recelpt of the request to officislly file the
petition. The  spokesperson  for the petitionersz shall be
notified in writing of the date, time and place of the meeting
not lese than four (4) days before the meeting is to take
place. ‘

In order to conduct the necessery examinatlon of the petition
submitted, only Tribal Council sappointed Election Board
members and no more than three official spokesperson’s for the
petitioners shall officially present the original of the
petition to the Election Board.

{4y ACTION OH PETITIONS. When the meeting has been called to
order, the gpokesman for the petitioners shall officially
present the orlginal of the petition to the Election Board.
The Chairperson of the Election Board shall immediately
indicate thereon the dete of receipt and shall inform the
spokesperson  submitting the petition that no additionsl
signatures may be added Lo the p@titian. Upon receipt of the
petition in  the above mannerﬂ; the Election Board shall
immediately reviey the ﬁetitian,gaIn the &vent an individusl’s
signature appears on & petition wmore than once, all but one of
their mignatures shall be stricken. The Election Bosrd shall
then determine whether the reguired number of signetures have
been affixed to any petition and wvhether those signing were
enrolled members of the Blue Lake Rancheria, at least 18 years
of age and reglstered voters at the time of signing. When the
review of the petition ig complete, the Chairperson of the
Election Board shall ascknowledge, in writing, to the person
subnitting the petition, receipt of the petition, indicating
the exact number of signatures which are attached. Should the
petition prove to be valid, it shall then be the duty of the
Election Board to cgll for an election or othervise proceed in
accordance with this ordinance.

SECTION 12 HISCELLANEQUS

SAVINGS CLAUSE. If any provision of this ordinasnce is
found to be contrary to any tribal or federal lav by a court
of competent  Jjurisdiction, only that provision shall be
gtricken asnd 8ll other prmvigians of this ordinance shall
remaln in effesct.

ORDINANCE HNo. 91-62



ADOPTED THIS , DAY OF 19
Chairperson Blue Lake Rancheria Date
ATTESTED: Silgnsture and Title Date

ACKNOWLEDGED ¢

Superintendent, Bureau of Indian Affeirs
Northern Celifornia Agency

APPROVED:

Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Sacramento Arvea (Office



