BLUE LAKE RANCHERIA
AMENDMENT
ORDINANCE No 91-02

Ordinance of the Blue lake Rancheria
Humboldt County, State of California

SUBJECT : RULES AND PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENT GOVERNING ELECTION OF
THE TRIBAL BUSINESS COUNCIL OF THE BLUE LAKE RANCHERIA.

WHEREAS : The Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs has approved the
Constitution governing the affairs of the Blue Lake Rancheria:
and

WHEREAS : Article VII, Section 7 of the Constitution, empowering the
Business Council to enact an ordinance prescribing the form of
ballot and rules of election.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT KNOWN that the Blue Lake Rancheria hereby adopts the
fellowing requirements and procedures to govern their election activities
of members, subject to review and approval by the Secretary of the
Interior or his authorized representative.

PURPOSE: The intent and purpose of this ordinance is to establish
procedures for fair elections and to ensure the secrecy and
sanctity of the ballot.

DEFINITIONS

Wherever ﬂmm@ in this Ordinance, the terms defined in this mmomwon shall have ﬁwm
following meaning:

BUSINESS COUNCIL the Blue Lake Rancheria Business Council, a five (5)
. member council elected by the gualified General
Council. o
CONSTITUTION the Constitution of the Blue Lake Rancheria of
California. , :
POLLING PLACE The location designated by the Business Council where

balloting takes place.

REGISTRAR A person designated by the Business. Council to accept
registration of wvoters.

ELECTION NOTICES The official notice that an election will be held on a
specific date established by the constitution.

POLL OFFICIAL A general Council member or any additional appointes to
serve at the polls on Election Day.
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QUALIFIED VOTER Any member of the Blue Lake Rancheria who will
be at least eighteen (18) years of age on
electlion day and who is duly registered and a
regident of the Blue Lake Rancheria.

REGISTERED VOTER One who is qualified +to vote by reason of
, meeting all the reguirewents listed within
this ordinance.

ELECTION BOARD A three (3) wmewber board appointed by the
; Business Council to iwmplement the procedures
outlined in this ordinasnce.

SECTION i, - ELECTION OFFICIALS

The Business Council shall have overall responsibility for the
conduct of sll elections. These duties shall include, but not
be limited to, the folloving.

{1} The Busineges Council shall approve the appointment an election
board composed of three (3) members of the Genersal Council.
The election bosrd members shall hold office for a8 one (1}
year term.

SECTION 2. TYPES OF ELECTIONM
1. Regular Election of Business Council Members.
2. Recall

3. Vacancies
SECTION 3. QUALIFICATIONS FOR BUSINESS COUNCIL MEMBERS

Any wmember of the Blue Lske Rancheris may announce their
candidacy for a position on the Business Council provided the
folloving gualifications are met: {a) are at least elghteen
(18) years of age or more; (b) a resident of the Blue Lake
Rancheria. ,

SECTION 4, HOMINATION PROCEDURE

Candidates ghall file, in perz=on, for a position by eubmitiing
to the election bosrd a statement of intent. Such gtatement
-ghall be filed not lese than thirty (360) deyz prior to the
next electlon, provided, hovever, 4if only one or fewer
qualified memberz files a statement a gpecial meeting of the
general council shall be convened for the purpose of taking
nominations from the floor for s candidate.
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SECTION 5. ELIGIBILITY OF VOTERS

Any enrolled member, eighteen yrs of age or older on the date of a tribal election, which has registered in
accordance with Section 6 of this ordinance, shall be considered a qualified voter of the Blue Lake Rancheria.

SECTION 6. REGISTRATION, ELIGIBILITY TO REGISTER, REGISTRAR

Ly

2)

3)

4)

"REGISTRATION REQUIRED. An enrolled member must register only once under this ordinance

unless they moved or failed to vote in prior elections (refer to Tribal Council meeting December 10, 2007
minutes) in order to vote in elections of the BLR. An enrolled member shall not be eligible to vote in any
election occurring less than 15 days of the date of such member’s registration.

ELIGIBILITY TO REGISTER. The Tribal Election Board shall permit any enrolled member eighteen

years of age or older on the date of the tribal election in which they wish to vote, to register by
execution an affidavit for registration stating their name, address and date of birth. The name and
mailing address of such members shall, upon verification of enrollment, be entered on the Blue Lake
Rancheria Tribal Voter Registration List by the Registrar. Each voter shall be responsible for notifying
the Registrar in writing of changes in the voter’s address.

REGISTRATION LIST. Fifteen (15) days before the next scheduled election, the Registrar of Voters
shall provide a certified copy of the current Registration List to the Election Board and shall cause a
copy of the list to be posted at the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribal office. For the purpose of this subsection,
certification shall consist of a notarized statement by the Registrar that the list is a true and correct list
of all persons who have requested registration and who meet the qualifications for voters established by
the Blue Lake Rancheria Constitution and this Ordinance.

Wﬁ@mmﬁg, The Secretary of the Tribal Business Council shall serve as the Registrar of Voters for
the Blue Lake Rancheria.

SECTION7. NOTICES

1) The Registrar of Voters shall, at least 30 days before the date scheduled for a tribal election:

A. Cause copies of a Notice of Election to be mailed to all enrolled tribal members who are eighteen years of
age or older, or who will have attained such age by the date of the @nﬁm%ﬁ?m election, at the Ee% recent
address provided in writing by said member.
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B. Cause at least tvo coples of a HNotice of Election to
posted conspicuously st the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribal Office,
located on the Rancheria.

The HNotice of Electlon shell provide all of the following
information:

= The date and time of the election;
b. The exact location of the tribal election place;
c. The subject matter of the election;

C. Hotice that Blue Leke Rancheris tribal voiter registration
is required, the date by which a voter must register to be
eligible to vote in the election that is the subject of the
notice, the manner in which voters may register, and the
location of the place vhere voters can register.

D. The tribal secretary shall send letters to all tribal
members within & reasonasble time after their eighteenth
birthday informing them of the need to register in order to be
eligible to vote in tribasl elections. Each Tribal Business
Council wmember =shall inform members of voter registration
requirements and encourage registration.

BECTION 8 ELECTION BOARD

(I

(23

ESTABLISHHMENT OF ELECTION BOARD. The Blue Laske Rancheria
Tribal Election Board (hereinafter "Election Board) ig hereby
establisghed for the purposes of conducting and supervising all
tribal elections, regulsr or special, in accordance with the
Constitution of +the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe and this
ordinance; declding election disputes: enforcing this
ordinance; and promulgating such additionsl rules for the
conduct of electlions s2 wmay be necessary from time to time.

COMPOSTITION, The Election Bomsrd shall consist of three (3)
members, appolinted by +the Business Council Chesirperson,
subject to the approvel of the Businese Council members, for
& term of one year commencing on February firet folloving the
annual general council weetling and ending on January thirty-
first, or such later date =as successor Board wmembers are
sppointed and spproved by the council, 4 Bosmrd chelrperson
and secretasry shasll be selected by the board memberse from
among ite ovn wmewmbers.
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(33

(4)

{57

(61}

{73

GUALIFICATIDNS. The members of the election board shall be
qualified voters of the tribe. In the event that any wmember
of the election board is nominated as s candidate for an
office to be filled during their term of office on the Board
they =hall withdravy from the Board and +the committies
Chairperson, or remaining Board members in +the event the
Chalrperson is nominated for office, shall appoint another to
serve 1in their place.

BUDGET. The Election Board shall request that = gpacifiied
amount be budgeted by the Blue Lake Rancheriz Business Council
in each fiscal year tribal budget under a separate line iltem.
The funds budgeted shall be used in asccordance with all tribal
financial plans of operation for conducting tribal slections
in sccordance with thies ordinance only.

RULEMAKTING. The electlon board shall have authority to
recommend such rules as they may deem necesgary to provide for
fair and efficient elections under this ordinance. No rule
recommended under the authority of this section shall be
inconaistent with the provisions of this ordinsnce or the
Constitution of the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe. ALl rules
recommended are subject to the approval of the Tribal Business
Council.

DUTIES OF THE BOARD, In addition to performing any other
duties delegeted to the Board by this ordinance, the Board
shall:s

= Direct the prepasration of forms for use as nowninating
petitions, basllots and other forme as may be required, and
make them avallable to tribsl members.

k. Certify the eligibility of candidates for office.

REMOVAL., The Tribel Business Councll or the Election Board by
majority vote of its members, way remove any wmemnber of the
Election Board from office, but only for cause after providing
written notice of intent to do g0, specifying the ressgon for
such action and providing an aopportunity for the person to be
removed to answver the charges agasinst them. Hotice wmust be
provided at least five working days in advance of the date set
for any hearing on removal. -

SECTION 9. ELECTION PROCEDURE, BALLOT COUNT, CERTIFICATION

(1)

ELECTION PLACE AHD TIME., All general elections of the Blue
Lake Rancheria shall be conducted at the Tribal Office of the
Tribe, located on the Rancheria. Voting time shsll be frow
8:30 AM until 4:3@0 PM, or asz othervise specified on the
election notlce issued pursusnt to this ordinance.
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ELECTION PROCEDURE. On the date of election, at leasme one
member of the Election Board shall be present at the Tribal
Office at all times during election hours and they shall:

= Open the doors at the gpecified time;

b. Verify +the Blue Lake Rancheria voter registration
eligibility of each person requesting s ballot and ensure that
no person vho is not on the registered voter ligt receives a
ballot. Each registered wvoter must sign their name and
address, in ink, in the officisl Election Board Regletration
Book or sign in sheet, as designated by the election board.
If their name appears in the Registration Book and no guestion
of the voter’s eligibility is raised by a member of the
Election Board, the voter shall be given & blank numbered
ballot, =ss described herein. If a questdion of eligibility
does arise, the voter shall be required to shov proof of their
eligibility to the Election Board. If the Board ie sstisfied
the voter shall be given a blank numbered ballot and alloved
to vote.

. After it has been deterwmined that & voter shall be issued
a ballot, a wmember of the Election Board shall initial and
izsue a ballot stamped with the vords "0fficial Ballot of the
Blue Lake Rancheria”, shall deliver the ballot to the voter
and shall make an appropriaste entry in the voting registry to
ensure against any person voting more than once on any matter
for vhich separate ballots are distributed.

d. Azsure that ballots are deposited in a ballot box for
tallying at the conclusion of the voting.

2. Upon the close of voting, the Election Board wember shall
collect the ballot box for tallying. All members of the
Election Board ghall be present for tallying.

HETHGD OF TALLY: The Election Bosrd shall examine all
ballote cast therein, eliminate any gpolled or wutlilsted
ballote and then determine the number of votes cast for each
candidste or lssue. The count shall be ocslled out snd the
written telly wmainteined in a conspicuocus location visible to
thoge in attendance. The written tally shall be wmeintasined by
the Electlion Boerd and shall be counted twice to ensure
SOCUracy.
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£. The candidate for tribal council office recelving the
highest number of votes cast for that office shaell be declared
winner. The Election Boerd shall thereafter prepare &

certification of the results of the election which shall be
gigned by each member of the Board and which ghall contain the
folloving information:

1. The number of ballots cast.

2o The number of invalid ballots eliminated.

3. The total number of valid basllots.

4. The persons elected to office, the number of votes

recelved by each of the persons, and the office to which
they vere slected.

3. The outcome of each issue on the ballot.

6. The date snd time of certification.

VOTING METHOD, Proxy and absentee ballotz shall be allowved.
Reqguest for proxy or absentees bhallote shall be in vriting and
be reguested at least ten (10) vorking days prior to the
election. Proxy or absentee ballote shall be mailed in time
to be received by the Election Board on the date of election.
Any ballotes recelved after the close of the election shall
becowme invalid.

= Bach registered voter may cast one vote by secret ballot
for each office or issue to be voted on by the general council

of the Blue Lake Rancherils.

[ A voter must personelly cast their vote on election day
at the desilgnated time and place. HNo votesr wmay have any other
person cast thelr vote. Proxy or sbsentee <0ﬁwﬁm ghall he
alloved in accordance with this ordinance.

S Yoters shall mark theilr ballots. To be valld, the mark
must be Ildentifiasble with +the wmatter for which 1t is
intended. After the ballot 1z marked, the voter shall fold
the ballot 20 that the face or printed side is concealed, with
the official werk POFFICIAL BALLOT BLUE LAKE RANCHERIA® and
the Elsctlion Bosrd memnber’s initisls visible on the outside.

ds The folded bzllot mwmww Wm placed in the ballot box by
the voter.

= Oniy upon the request of a volter who cannot read the
Engli=sh language, or becsuse of blindness or other medical
condition cannot mark the bsllot, the ssid voter wmay be
amzsligted by sn Election Board wmewmber in marking the ballot,
put the Board wember shall neither by word, actlion or
expression, influsnce or stitempt to influence the voter in the
marking of the ballot.
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(3)

(&)
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BALLOTS. The Election Board shall prescribe the form of the
ballots to be used in each electlion.

= 411 ballots shell be kept secure by the Election Board
until the resultie of the election have bheen certified, the
time for requestling a recount and/or filling cowmplsints or
petitions for review has passed, and in any case, until at
least thirty (360) days have passed since the election.

RECOUNT OF VOTES. In the event of a tie or dispute of the
election resulte, 8 qualified voter wmay request a recount of
the ballotse. The gualified voter must, within seven (7)) dayse
of the election, in writing request a recount to the Election
Board. The Election Board, =hall upon recelpt of the reguest
conduct & recount in the presents of the gqualified voter
reguesting the recount  and the Tribasl Business Council
menbers. .

TIES, RUN-OFFEG. In the event that two or more candidates
for the same tribal council coffice receive sn eqgual number of
votes, & run-off electlion shall be held. The run-off election

"s=hall be held in the same wmanner as a general election as

provided by the ordinance, except that only the candidates vho
receive egual number of votes shall be candidates in the run-

off. The candidaste receiving the highest number of votez in

the run-off election shall be elected to the position,

DISPUTES. Any gualified voter may, within seven (7) daye of an
election, file 8 comwmplaint under penality or perjury with the
Election Boerd alleging any election dirregularity and
demanding relief. This procedure shall be the only wmethod of
presenting an election dispute to the Board.

=} The election board shall decide all disputes concerning
any general election within thirty days of receipt of =
complaint, and thelr decision shall ke final, unless within
ten (10) dave of that decision, a petition for review to the

Tribal Council is filed with the regiletrar. The Tribal
Councll may, by & vote of two-thirds of all the menmbers of the
Council reverse the declslion of the Board. The decislon of

the Tribal Counclil shall be final.

b In deciding any mwmﬁwﬁm the Board shall gather such facte

‘as ere asvalleble and necessary for a failr resolution of the

problem and shell provide each party to the dispute an

‘opportunity to present theilr case to the Board. Any decision

of the Bosrd shall be by & majority vote thereot.
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SECTION 1. REFERENDUM, INITIATIVE, RECALL AND CONSTITUTION
AMENDHENT
{1y REFERENDUHN. The Election Board, shall upon receipt of a

(23

(33

{43

petition signed by thirty percent (3@%) of the gualified
voters, =submit any enacted or proposed tribal legislation to
the Business Council for a referendum election of the
gualified voters. The referendum election shall be conducted
in mccordance with this ordinance. The election results shall
be final, provided, that thirty percent (30%) of the gualified
voters voted. The referendum election shall be conducted
within thirty (38) days of receipt of the petition.

IMNITIATIVE. The Election Board, shall upon receipt of a
petition signed by thirty percent (3@%) of the qualified
voters, submit any enacted or proposed tribal indtiative to
the Business Council for a special election of the qualified
voters. The special election shall be conducted in accordance
with this ordinasnce. The election resmults shall be final,
provided, +that thirty percent (3@%) of the gualified voters
voted. The specisl election shall be conducted within thirty
{3@) days of receipt of the paetition.

RECALL. The Election Board, sghall upon receipt of a petition
gigned by thirty percent {(38%) of the gualified voters, submit
the petition calling for a recall of any Council member to the
Bugilnese Councill for = gpecial election of the qualified
voters. The special election shall be conducted in accordance
with this ordinance. The election results shall be final,
provided, that thirty percent {(3@%) of the gualilifled voters
voted. The special election shall be conducted within thirty
{30 days of receipt of the petition. Any vacancies created
through recall ghall be filled by the appointment of the
Busginess Council to £4ill the unexpired terw.

CONSTITUTION AHMENDHMENTS. Amendments to the Congtitution of the
Blue Leke Rancheria may be proposged by either of the following
documents being submitted to the Election Board and setting
forth the desired amendment Article or Section:

B, A resolution euxplaining the proposed language and which
iz pupported by an affirmative vote of & guorum of the members
of the Business Council.

ba A petition slgned by at least fifty percent (50%) of the
qualified voters of the Blue Lake Rancheria.
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Upon recelpt of the resolution or petition, the Election Bosyrd
shall call and conduct a special amendment election in
asccordance with Article IX of the Constitution and proviglons
st forth in this ordinance. The specific language which will
hecome part of the Congtitution, if such amendment is adopted
and approved, shall appear on the ballot including language
changed of any other parts of the governing document that will
be affected by such modification. if at such election the
proposed amendments are adopted by a majority of those voting,
provided that at least fifty-one (351%) of the qualified voters
voted, that amendment shall thereupon take effect, or become
effective upon the approval of the Secretary of the Interior
go long as such approval is required by Federal law.

SECTION 11 FETITIONS

(1)

{2}

{39

The following provisions shall epply to all petitions
requiring Election Board yalidation, including referendums,
initistive, recaslls, or any other purpose. In order for =
petition to be conzidered for validation at least thirty
percent (30@%) of the gualified voters shall have signesd the
petition. :

PETITION FORMAT. Only an enrolled Blue Lake HRancheria
Tribal member 18 vears of age or older who ig regilstered as @
voter of +the Blue Lake Rancheris shmll bhe eligible to
initiate, collect signatures, =ign and submit a petition to
the Electlon Boerd. A petition wnust specifically state ite
purpoze and a statement in not more than 500 wvords setting
forth the grounds on which the referendum, initistive ovr
recall is sought. Petitions may consist of as many pages as
are necessary Lo accommodate the signatures of the
petitioners. Howvever, each page must set forth the purpoge of
the petition.

ELIGIBILITY TO PETITION. Only person who are duly registered
=hell be entitled to eign a petition and each signer shall, at
the time of =igning such petition, perscnally affix the date
of signing and their place of resldence.

FILING OF PETITIOHNG. Ho petition will be asccepted until a
gpokesperson for the petitioners declares in writing to the
Chailrpergon of the Election Board their authorilzed
representative, that they wigh to make an officiael filing.
Upon notificetion, the Chairperson shall ocall, notice and
convene & meeting of the Election Board =0 that the petition
may be officially filed.

ORDINANCE Ho. 91-02



Thiz meeting shall be held not more than seven {(7) daye from
the date of receipt of the request to officially file the
petition. The spokesperson for the petitioners shall be
notified in writing of the date, time and place of the meeting
not less than four (4) dayse before the meeting is to take

place.

In order to conduct the necessary examination of the petition
submitted, only Tribal Council appointed Election Board
members and no more than three official spokesperson’s for the
petitioners shall officially present the original of the
petition to the Election Board.

{4y ACTIOH ON PETITIONS. When the meeting has been called to
order, the spokesman for the petitioners shall officially
present the original of the petition to the Election Board.
The Chairperson of the Election Board s=hall diwmmediately
indicate thereon the date of receipt and shall inform the
spokesperson  submitting the petition that no additionasl
signatures may be mdded to the petition. Upon receipt of the
petition in the above nanner, the Election Bosesrd shall
immediastely review the petition. In the event an individusl’'s
signature appears on a petition wore than once, mll but one of
their signatures shall be stricken. The Election Board shall
then determine whether the reguired number of signatures have
been affixed to any petition and whether those signing vere
enrnlled members of the Blue Lake Rancheria, at least 18 years
of age end registered voters at the time of signing. WYhen the
review of the petition is complete, the Chairperson of the
Election Board shall acknovwledge, in writing, to the person
submitting the petition, receipt of the petition, indicating
the exact number of @ignatures which are attached. Should the
petition prove to be valid, 1t shall then be the duty of the
Eilection Board to call for an election or othervise procesd in
accordance with this ordinance.

SECTION 12 MISCELLANEQOUS

SAVINGE CLAUSE. 1f any provision of this ordinence is
found to be contrary to any tribal or federal law by a court
of cowpetent Jurisdiction, only that provision shall be
stricken snd all other provisions of this ordinance zhall
remain in effect.

ORDINANCE HNo. 91-82
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AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 91-02

e o ]
ADOPTED THIS | D™ DAY OF DECEMREY. 2008
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Chairperson Blue lake Rancheria Date
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Attested: Signature and Title



